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GOAL AND KEY ROLES OF 

AGRODEP 
Goal of AGRODEP  
To position African experts to take a leading role in both: 

 the study of strategic development questions facing African 
countries as a group and  

 the broader agricultural growth and policy debate, which 
traditionally has been dominated by external actors and concerns.  

Key Roles 

 Promoting access to and use of state-of-the-art economic 
modeling tools 

 Facilitating access to existing data sources for research and policy 
analysis 

 Building a network of state-of-the-art researchers: 

 Supporting collaboration among leading African scientists and 
their peers outside Africa  

 Building a dynamic research community that can respond to the 
emerging and long-term needs of CAADP growth and poverty 
reduction agenda. 
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ROLE OF STEERING 

COMMITTEE (SC) 

 Main function: Discuss and advise the functioning of the 
AGRODEP initiative and its contribution to capacity building 
and policy debate in Africa 

 More specific:  

 Gather institutions that will actively contribute to AGRODEP 

 Guide the AGRODEP initiative on key matters of policy, 
operational issues and resource mobilization 

 Ensure that the AGRODEP initiative remains focused on its 
objectives and mission and is run effectively.  

 Members: Institutional representatives from regional and 
international organizations, academic institutions and universities, 
international aid agencies, and other leading policy and 
development organizations, and two AGRODEP member 
representatives 

 Co-Chairs: Dr. Ousmane Badiane, IFPRI and Dr. Lindiwe 
Sibanda, FANRPAN 
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AGRODEP ACTIVITIES SINCE 

LAST SC MEETING* 

Members’ Workshop (Nov 13) 

Fourth and Fifth Membership Rounds 

Launch of  Technical Notes Series (models) 

Training Courses – 2012 / 2013  

Grants Programs – 2012 / 2013 

Data Portal 

Communications Activities 

Website Improvements 

Plans for rest of  the year 
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* Annual Meeting, Novermber 12, 2012 in Dakar, Senegal 



2012 ANNUAL MEMBERS’ 

WORKSHOP 
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 13 November 2012 

 

 11 AGRODEP members 
presented and 
received feedback on 
their research 

 

 5 SAB members, 6 SC 
members, and 3 NAC 
members participated 
 

 http://www.agrodep.org/event/
2012-members-workshop  
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LAST TWO MEMBERSHIP 

ROUNDS 

w
w

w
.a

g
r
o

d
e
p

.o
r
g

 

Fourth Round*, October 2012 

35 members , 11 Cs, 10F, 25 M 

Fifth Round, March 2013, 

35 members, 14 Cs, 9 F, 26 M, 

*special round – impact evaluation -> AIEN 



153 CURRENT TOTAL 

MEMBERS: 43 F, 110 M 
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AGRODEP MEMBERS 

SELECTION CRITERIA 

Key criteria: 

 Location  

 Based in Africa 

 Education  

 Ph.D. defended within the last 10 years, or  

 Ph.D. student for at least 3 years, or 

 Masters degree holder in economics with 3 to 15 years of 
professional experience)   

 Research Experience 

 Publications 

 Training and workshops completed 

 Diversity  

 Regional, gender, and scientific interest considerations   
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LAUNCHED TECHNICAL 

PAPERS SERIES 

Number Title Date 

No. 09 

Guide to Microsimulations Linked to CGE Models: How to 

Introduce Analysis of Poverty and Income Distribution in CGE-

based Studies 
May-13 

No. 08 AGRODEP Stata Training Apr-13 

No. 07 Trade Policy Partial Equilibrium model in Excel: Documentation Feb-13 

No. 06 
Modeling commodity markets in stochastic contexts: A practical 

guide using the RECS toolbox version 0.5 
Feb-13 

No. 05 Hands-on gravity estimation with STATA Apr-13 

No. 04 The Gravity Model in International Trade Apr-13 

No. 03 
Documentation of the Export Restrictions And import Tariffs 

Overall impacts (ERATO) PE model 
Oct-12 

No. 02 Functional Forms Commonly Used in CGE Models Nov-12 

No. 01 
A comparison between the PEP 1-1 model and the IFPRI 

standard model 
Nov-12 w
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2012 TRAINING COURSES 

 March 13-15: Building and Updating a Social Accounting Matrix: three days/Ismael 

Fofana, IFPRI, Senegal. 

 April 24-27: Poverty Measurement and Analysis: four days/Philippe Van Kerm and 

Anne-Claire Thomas, Universite catholique de Louvain, Belgium. 

 May 14-25: GAMS-based Computable General Equilibrium Modeling (basic)***: nine 

days/Veronique Robichaud, Universite Laval, Canada. 

 September 24-28: Panel Data Econometrics: five days/Rembert De Blander, 

Universite catholique de Louvain, Belgium. 

 October 8-10: Household Surveys Data: Sampling and Processing: three 

days/Carlo Azzarri & Melanie Bacou, IFPRI, USA. 

 October 29-31: Impact Evaluation & Analysis of Development Interventions: three 

days/Bernard Tanguy, IFPRI, Senegal. 

 December 3-5: GAMS-based Computable General Equilibrium Modeling 

(advanced): three days/Helene Maisonnave, Universite Laval, Canada. 

 December 17-19: Multicountry and Multisector General Equilibrium Analysis 

(MIRAGRODEP): three days/David Laborde & Antoine Bouet, IFPRI, USA. 
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2013 TRAINING COURSES 
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Date  Training Course  Instructors 

May 13-18 

Impact Evaluation and Analysis of Development Interventions 

(Part I) Bernard Tanguy*, IFPRI 

May 28-30 

Estimation of the Economic Impacts of High Food Prices Using 

Micro Data Miguel Robles, IFPRI 

Jul 1-3 Evaluation of Public Policies 

Guy Lacroix, Laval 

University 

Sep 19-13 Applied Panel Data Econometrics 

Christopher Parmeter, Univ 

of Miami 

Oct 1-3 Applied Microeconometrics Manuel Hernandez, IFPRI 

Oct 14-16 Poverty Measurement and Analysis 

John Gibson, Univ of 

Waikato 

Oct 14-18 

Assessing Crop Production Nutrient Management, Climate Risk, 

and Environmental Sustainability with Simulation Models 

Jawoo Koo, IFPRI; Gerrit 

Hoogenboom, Wash. State 

Univ. 

Nov. XX 

Impact Evaluation and Analysis of Development Interventions 

(Part I) Bernard Tanguy*, IFPRI 

Nov 25 - Dec 3 GAMS-based Computable General Equilibrium Modeling (basic) 

Veronique Robichaud, 

Universite Laval 

*  AGRODEP Impact Evaluation Network organizer 



AFTER EACH TRAINING 

COURSE 

 Course Evaluation of  

course from the 

participants 

 Course Evaluation of  

participants from the 

instructor 

 Feedback from 

participants 

 Mentorship / 

Publication 

Incentives 

 Seed Fund Grants w
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NEW 



AGRODEP GRANTS 

PROGRAM – 2011/2012 

 Grants for Innovative Research 
 14 out of 28 research proposals approved for funding in October 

2011; Funding for 12 projects began in early 2012 (8 are 1yr and 
4 are 2yr grants) 

 Now reviewing submitted research papers from 1 yr grants 

 Research Gap Grants 
 On October 2012, selected three research proposals on topic 

“Foreign Direct Investment in Land (FDI), Land Markets and Land 
Institutions, and Development of the Agricultural Sector in Africa” 

 Papers due early next year 

 Grants for Research Valorization 
 Four AGRODEP members received funding for conference presentation: 1 

in 2011, 3 in 2012 

 

 Special Award for Excellence in 2012 Publications – 
awarded to Nicodeme Nimenya 
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2013 AGRODEP GRANTS 

PROGRAM 

 Grants for Innovative Research 

 To be launched on August 5, 2013: “Economic growth and 
development in Africa: lessons from the last forty years and 
implications for its sustainability” 

 Open only to AGRODEP members 

 Research Gap Grants 

 Launched on July 2012: “Barriers to the expansion of agriculture 
and agroindustry in Africa” 

 Open to AGRODEP and non-AGRODEP members 

 Grants for Research Valorization 

 Three AGRODEP members have been funded for conference 
presentation in 2013 so far. 

 Award for Excellence in Publication – launched Nov 2011, 
continues year-round  
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NUMBER OF DATASETS IN 

THE AGRODEP PORTAL 
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COMMUNICATIONS 

ACTIVITIES 
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Monthly Newsletter 

 First issue - April 2011 

 Latest issue - July 2013 

  

AGRODEP Bulletin 
2 issues in 2012 – March and Sept 

Quarterly in 2013 

 Latest issue – May 2013 

 

Quarterly Updates 
 First issue - September 2011 

 Latest issue – June 2013 

 Sent only to SAB, SC, NAC members 

 

Other announcements on  the 
website  

 Regular AGRODEP news – news blast 

 Blog announcements – to members 

 

 

 

 

 



NEW FEATURES IN THE 

AGRODEP WEBSITE  

w
w

w
.a

g
r
o

d
e
p

.o
r
g

 

www.agrodep.org 
• Portal for economic MODELS  

• Portal for DATA  

• data visualization tools (MAP)  

• Collaborative WIKI spaces 

• RESOURCES library 

• upcoming and past EVENTS  

• NETWORK directories 

NEW 

• Online course and grant 

applications 

• Online Stata test 

• Key statistics data mashups 

• AIEN collaborative space 

 

 

http://www.agrodep.org/


WEB ACTIVITY REPORTS / 

MONTHLY ANALYSIS 
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CLASSIFICATION BY AREA 

OF SPECIALIZATION 
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AGRODEP PLANS FOR 

REST OF 2013 

Continue with activities defined in the 2013 work 

plan – models, data, and network components 

Continue GTAP 2014 conference preparations 

Start implementing membership plans: de-

selection, affiliate members, Friends of 

AGRODEP 

Annual meetings and members’ workshop in 

November 

 November 18-20 or November 25-27 

 Draft 2014 Work plan  

 Report progress by component 
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