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Acute Food Insecurity Spreads Across Africa: 2021 Global Report on Food Crisis  
 
 As in previous years, conflict, economic shocks, and extreme weather events formed the main drivers of 
food crises across Africa South of the Sahara. In 2020, the COVID-19 pandemic exacerbated existing food 
security challenges in many countries. According to the 2021 Global Report on Food Crisis, the number of 
people around the world facing severe food insecurity skyrocketed by 20 million in 2020. Acute food 
insecurity now affects at least 155 million people across 55 countries/territories, with some regions facing 
famine-level hunger. Of the 10 worse food crises identified by the report, six were in Africa (the Democratic 
Republic of Congo, Sudan, northern Nigeria, Ethiopia, South Sudan, and Zimbabwe).  

 
 As summarized here, the 2021 GRFC highlights the need for urgent, coordinated efforts to address all the 
drivers of food insecurity. This includes strengthening and transforming global, regional, and local food 
systems to be more inclusive and sustainable, and enhancing resilience to future shocks like the COVID-19 
pandemic. Only by recognizing how conflict, extreme weather, and economic shocks reinforce one another 
and tackling these factors in tandem can we get back on track to achieving the SDG goal of zero hunger.  
 
African Vegetable Value Chains and the COVID-19 Pandemic 

Health and safety measures imposed to contain the spread of COVID-19 resulted in disruptions in food 
marketing systems in most countries. Two recent studies examined the impact of the pandemic in vegetable 
value chains. In Ethiopia, based on primary data collected just before the start and a few months into the 
pandemic, the authors assessed the changes in farm and consumers prices of four major vegetables. The 
authors found large, but heterogeneous, price changes for different vegetables with relatively larger 
changes at the farm level, leading to winners and losers among local vegetable farmers due to pandemic-
related trade disruptions. In Senegal, using trade statistics and survey data collected through online 
questionnaires and telephone interviews, the authors examined the early impact of the pandemic on the 
fruit and vegetable supply chain. They found major differences in how COVID-19 and containment measures 
disrupt supply chains between the modern export-oriented supply chain and the more traditional domestic-
oriented supply chains, with the former showing more resilience to the COVID-19 shock. They found that 
both modern and traditional supply chains innovate to cope with the containment measures.  

   
 

http://www.agrodep.org/news/acute-food-insecurity-spreads-across-africa-2021-global-report-food-crises
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http://www.agrodep.org/resource/food-prices-and-marketing-margins-during-covid-19-pandemic-evidence-vegetable-value-chains-
http://www.agrodep.org/resource/resilience-global-and-local-value-chains-covid-19-pandemic-survey-evidence-vegetable-value-


 
FEATURED NETWORK MEMBERS 

 

   

Dr. Adeyemi Ogundipe is a 
citizen of Nigeria. He has been 
an AGRODEP member since 
September 2018. At present, 
Adeyemi is a Lecturer 1 at 
Covenant University. In this 
position, Adeyemi delivers 
lectures and conducts research. 
He holds a BS in Economics 
from Covenant University, an 
MSc in Economics from 
Covenant University, and a 
Ph.D. in Economics from 
Covenant University. He is 
specialized in Agricultural 
Production and Technology.  

Mr. Sergio Ponguane is a citizen of 
Mozambique. He has been an 
AGRODEP member since September 
2018. At present, Sérgio is a 
Lecturer at the Instituto Superior 
Politécnico de Gaza. In this position, 
Sérgio delivers lectures and 
conducts research. He holds a BS in 
Agricultural and Food Economics 
from Université Saad Dahlab de 
Blida-Algeria and an MSc in 
Agricultural Economics and 
Agribusiness Management from 
Egerton University in Kenya. He is 
specialized in Agribusiness and is 
interested in Impact Evaluation, 
Adoption of Agricultural 
Technology, and Agricultural Value 
Chain Analysis.  

Dr. Emmanuel Orkoh is a 2018 
AGRODEP member. He received 
a PhD from North-West 
University, South Africa. He is 
currently a Research Scientist at 
North-West University and has 
worked as a data analyst at the 
Centre for Data Archiving, 
Management, Analysis and 
Advocacy (C-DAMAA) at the 
University of Cape Coast, and as 
a researcher at the Centre for 
Development in Freedom (CDIF) 
in Ghana. He holds a 
Collaborative MPhil degree in 
Economics from the University of 
Cape Coast and the AERC. His 
research interests lie in the areas 
of Trade, Gender, Health and 
Labor.  

       AGRODEP 
       1201 Eye St. NW  
       Washington, DC 20005  
       Website: www.agrodep.org; Email: info-agrodep@agrodep.org 

 

 Subscribe or unsubscribe 

 

 

http://www.agrodep.org/users/adeogundipe
http://www.agrodep.org/users/ponguane
http://www.agrodep.org/users/aorkoh
http://www.agrodep.org/
mailto:info-agrodep@agrodep.org
https://agrodep.us2.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=ed2a0df1fdf998d6f50f74ea0&id=e75717399b
https://agrodep.us2.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=ed2a0df1fdf998d6f50f74ea0&id=e75717399b

