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GOAL AND KEY ROLES OF 

AGRODEP 
Goal of AGRODEP  
To position African experts to take a leading role in both: 

 the study of strategic development questions facing African 
countries as a group and  

 the broader agricultural growth and policy debate, which 
traditionally has been dominated by external actors and concerns.  

Key Roles 

 Promoting access to and use of state-of-the-art economic modeling 
tools 

 Facilitating access to existing data sources for research and policy 
analysis 

 Building a network of state-of-the-art researchers: 

 Supporting collaboration among leading African scientists and 
their peers outside Africa  

 Building a dynamic research community that can respond to the 
emerging and long-term needs of CAADP growth and poverty 
reduction agenda. 
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Components 

o A Shared Modeling Infrastructure  
 Dr. David Laborde, Models Coordinator, IFPRI-DC 

o A Common Database Platform 
 Dr. Betina Dimaranan, Data Coordinator, IFPRI-DC 

o A Network of Members/Experts 
 Dr. Ismaël Fofana, Network Coordinator, IFPRI-Dakar 

Project Managers 
 Prof. Antoine Bouët, IFPRI-DC and University of Montesquieu 

Bordeaux IV, Bordeaux, France 

 Dr. Betina Dimaranan, IFPRI-DC 
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AGRODEP COMPONENTS 

AND MANAGEMENT 



ROLE OF SCIENTIFIC 

ADVISORY BOARD (SAB) 

 Main function: Provide general scientific guidance to the Project 
manager according to AGRODEP’s mission   

 More specific:  
 Gather individual researchers from the academic community with a high 

international scientific reputation and a knowledge of Africa; 

 Provide recommendations on scientific topics and scientific activities that 
AGRODEP should prioritize;  

 institutions in and outside Africa that can contribute to AGRODEP’s objectives,  

 Review scientific pertinence of research projects developed by AGRODEP 
members 

 Suggest improvements and/or innovations on analytical methodologies used 
by the AGRODEP community  

 Membership: Board consists of individual members who are experts 
from the economic research and policy community with an 
outstanding international reputation as well as knowledge of African 
countries and the major challenges that they face.  

 Co-Chairs: Dr. Maximo Torero, IFPRI and Prof. Bernard Decaluwé, 
Université Laval, Québec, Canada  
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ROLE OF STEERING 

COMMITTEE (SC) 

 Main function: Discuss and advise the functioning of the 
AGRODEP initiative and its contribution to capacity building 
and policy debate in Africa 

 More specific:  

 Gather institutions that will actively contribute to AGRODEP 

 Guide the AGRODEP initiative on key matters of policy, 
operational issues and resource mobilization 

 Ensure that the AGRODEP initiative remains focused on its 
objectives and mission and is run effectively.  

 Members: Institutional representatives from regional and 
international organizations, academic institutions and universities, 
international aid agencies, and other leading policy and 
development organizations, and two AGRODEP member 
representatives 

 Co-Chairs: Dr. Ousmane Badiane, IFPRI and Dr. Lindiwe 
Sibanda, FANRPAN 
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ROLE OF NETWORK 

ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

 Main function: is a consultative group that provides advice to 
the Consortium on the content and delivery of networking 
activities 

 More specific:  

 Provides advice on: 

 Collaborative research 

 Capacity building 

 Outreach activities 

 Membership: individuals representing the key African 
institutions that are active in the area of economic growth and 
policy research and capacity building.  

 Co-Chairs: Dr. Michael Waithaka, ASARECA, Entebbe, 
Uganda, and Dr. Harold Roy-Macauley, CORAF-WECARD, 
Dakar, Senegal 

 

 7 w
w

w
.a

g
r
o

d
e

p
.o

r
g

 



GOVERNANCE GROUP 

MEETINGS 

 Scientific Advisory Board 

 First meeting, June 9, 2011 – approved TOR 

 Steering Committee 

 First meeting, June 9, 2011 – approved TOR, 2011workplan, 

Grants Program, Membership Extension Plan 

 Virtual Meeting, July 2012 – approved 2012 workplan 

 Network Advisory Committee 

 First meeting, June 2012 – approved TOR 

 

SAB and SC Annual Meeting – November 2012  

 

Proposal: all governance groups will hold their annual meetings at the 

same time and during a fixed period every year, e.g. 2nd week of 

November 
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AGRODEP MEMBERSHIP 

 Current number of AGRODEP members is 83  

 26 members come from the 1st round - October 2010  

 29 members come from the 2nd round - April 2011 

 29 members come from the 3rd round - April 2012  

 36 potential members from recently concluded 4th 

round: special call for researchers in impact evaluation  

 Membership characteristics  

 83 members from 23 African countries 

 25 female members and 58 male members 

 29 members are from Western, 21 from Eastern, 17 from 

North, 12 from Southern, and 4 from Central Africa 
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AGRODEP MEMBERS 

SELECTION CRITERIA 

Key criteria: 

 Location  

 Based in Africa 

 Education  

 Ph.D. defended within the last 10 years, or  

 Ph.D. student for at least 3 years, or 

 Masters degree holder in economics with 3 to 15 years of 
professional experience)   

 Research Experience 

 Publications 

 Training and workshops completed 

 Diversity  

 Regional, gender, and scientific interest considerations   
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AGRODEP WEBSITE 
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www.agrodep.org 
• Portal for economic 

MODELS  

• Portal for DATA  

• data visualization 

tools (MAP)  

• Collaborative WIKI 

spaces  

• RESOURCES library 

• upcoming and past 

EVENTS  

• NETWORK 

directories 

• ++ adding and 

improving 

functionality 

 

http://www.agrodep.org/


EVOLUTION OF WEB 

TRAFFIC 
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Monthly Newsletter 

 First issue released in April 2011 

Quarterly Updates 
 First issue released in September 2011 

 Sent only to SAB, SC, NAC members 

AGRODEP Bulletin 
2 issues so far – March and September 
2012 

 

Other announcements on  
the website  

 

Communications and 
Outreach Plan 

 



INITIAL SET OF MODELS 

 Development and documentation of an initial set of 
models through 2012 

 Multi country, multi sector general equilibrium model 
(MIRAGRODEP)* 

 IFPRI Single country, general equilibrium model* 

 PEP Single country, general equilibrium model* 

 Multi-market partial equilibrium model* 

 Dynamic Partial equilibrium trade model with focus on the HS6 
level 

 Econometric models of trade (gravity equation) 

 Poverty analysis: Top down approach for GE and PE 

 Stochastic Partial Equilibrium: Storage, and price stabilization 

 Supply and demand estimation models  
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DATA: STOCKTAKING, PORTAL 

DEVELOPMENT, WAREHOUSING 
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GRANTS PROGRAM AND 

OTHER INCENTIVES 

 Grants for Innovative Research 

 14 out of 28 research proposals approved for funding in October 
2011; Funding began in early 2012 

 Now monitoring progress 

 Some grantees will present at Members’ workshop tomorrow 

 Research Gap Grants 

 On October 2012, selected three research proposals on topic 
“Foreign Direct Investment in Land (FDI), Land Markets and Land 
Institutions, and Development of the Agricultural Sector in Africa” 

 Grants for Research Valorization 

 Four AGRODEP members have been funding for conference 
presentation: 1 in 2011, 3 in 2012 

 

 Award for Excellence in Publication – launched Nov 2011 
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2012 TRAINING PROGRAM 

 March 13-15: Building and Updating a Social Accounting Matrix: three days/Ismael 

Fofana, IFPRI, Senegal. 

 April 24-27: Poverty Measurement and Analysis: four days/Philippe Van Kerm and 

Anne-Claire Thomas, Universite catholique de Louvain, Belgium. 

 May 14-25: GAMS-based Computable General Equilibrium Modeling (basic)***: nine 

days/Veronique Robichaud, Universite Laval, Canada. 

 September 24-28: Panel Data Econometrics: five days/Rembert De Blander, 

Universite catholique de Louvain, Belgium. 

 October 8-10: Household Surveys Data: Sampling and Processing: three 

days/Carlo Azzarri & Melanie Bacou, IFPRI, USA. 

 October 29-31: Impact Evaluation & Analysis of Development Interventions: three 

days/Bernard Tanguy, IFPRI, Senegal. 

 December 3-5: GAMS-based Computable General Equilibrium Modeling 

(advanced): three days/Helene Maisonnave, Universite Laval, Canada. 

 December 17-19: Multicountry and Multisector General Equilibrium Analysis 

(MIRAGRODEP): three days/David Laborde & Antoine Bouet, IFPRI, USA. 
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 Working Paper Series 

 First paper released in 
June 2012  

 6 papers under review 

 Technical Notes Series 

 Two papers released 
this past week 
 A Comparison between 

the PEP 1-1 Model and 
the IFPRI Standard 
Model 

 Functional Forms 
commonly Used in CGE 
Models  

 



COLLABORATION 

EXAMPLES IN 2012 

 ASARECA – co-hosted basic CGE training course held 
in Entebbe, Uganda on May 13-15, 2012 

 FANRPAN – will co-host training course to be held in 
Pretoria, South Africa on Dec 3-5, 2012 

 GTAP – forthcoming GTAP annual conference to be 
held in Dakar in June 2014; AGRODEP’s proposal 
approved by GTAP board in June 2012 

 PEP – PEP model documentation / 2012 PEP model 
training courses (basic and advanced CGE modeling) 

 UCL – two 2012 training courses: Poverty Measurement 
and Analysis and Panel Data Econometrics 

 WTO – sponsorship of 8 AGRODEP members to GTAP 
Geneva conference in June 2012 
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REST OF TODAY’S AGENDA 

 Models Component – Antoine Bouet 

 Data Component – Betina Dimaranan 

 Network Component – Ismael Fofana 

 

 12:45 pm LUNCH, with Guest Speaker: AGRODEP 

Member Joy M. Kiiru  

 

 2:15 pm Separate meetings of SAB and SC 

 4:45 pm SAB and SC joint session 

 5:45 pm Wrap-up and Closing 

 6:00 pm Reception 
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