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DATA

Recent statistics about Africa
Graph 1. Global Hunger Index 2015

According to the Global Hunger Index developed by IFPRI, the level of hunger in developing countries has
fallen by 27 percent since 2000. This means that there has been progress in the fight against hunger during
the last fifteen years. However, in 2015 the state of hunger was still serious or alarming in 52 countries, with
alarming situations in African countries like Central African Republic, Chad, Zambia, Sierra Leone, and
Madagascar.

AGRODEP IMPACT EVALUATION NETWORK
2016 Workshop Held

The AGRODEP Impact Evaluation Network (AIEN) held a workshop in Washington DC on March 7-8. The event
included members of AIEN, as well as impact evaluation practitioners from IFPRI and other Washington DCbased organizations. AIEN members were given the opportunity to present their papers or proposals and
receive feedback and potential mentorship and collaboration opportunities.
The AGRODEP Impact Evaluation Network aims to disseminate information regarding impact evaluation
projects in Africa, facilitate information- and resource-sharing among local, regional, and international
researchers, and increase the number of African experts involved in impact evaluation in the region.
Launched in 2012, the network currently has 37 members.
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UPCOMING 2016 TRAINING COURSE
Tools for Value Chain Analysis

AGRODEP will host its first 2016 training course on March 29-April 1
in Dakar. “Tools for Value Chain Analysis” will be instructed by Sarah
Mayanja of the International Potato Center in Uganda and Hazel
Malapit of IFPRI. This will be a two-part course which will feature the
Women’s Empowerment in Agriculture Index (WEAI) and the
Participatory Market Chain Approach (PMCA).
The first part of the course will introduce participants to the WEAI,
the first comprehensive, standardized index to directly measure
women’s empowerment and inclusion in the agricultural sector. The
course will focus on the relevance of the WEAI in value chain analysis
and will teach participants survey design and implementation best
practices, basic construction and manipulation of WEAI data, the
use of standard WEAI tables and charts, and the communication of
WEAI results.
The second part of the course will focus on the Participatory
Market Chain Approach, a flexible R&D approach that brings together value chain actors to identify
potential opportunities for small-scale actors along the value chain. Participants will learn how the PMCA’s
basic principles can be used to improve smallholders’ participations in markets.

AGRODEP MEMBERS IN WASHINGTON DC
Capacity Strengthening Training to Be Held

AGRODEP members Francis Mulangu and Abdoulaye Seck will be visiting IFPRI headquarters in
Washington DC between March 28 and April 1 for a short training course on constructing agricultural
typologies using productivity analysis estimation techniques. This training is part of the capacity strengthening
activities of the Program of Accompanying Research for Agricultural Innovation (PARI) funded by the BMZ
and lead by the Center for Development Research (ZEF) of the University of Bonn.
Francis and Abdoulaye have been AGRODEP members since November 2012. Francis is an Agricultural
Economist at the African Center for Economic Transformation where he conducts research on agricultural
transformation and leads policy and research in the areas of agriculture and trade as they relate to
economic transformation. Abdoulaye is an Associate Professor of Economics at Cheikh Anta Diop University.
Aside from teaching, he conducts research on economic growth, technology generation and diffusion,
environmental valuation, and economic integration.

WHAT IS AGRODEP?

CONTACT INFORMATION

The African Growth and Development Policy (AGRODEP)
Modeling Consortium is an initiative led by the International
Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI). The goal of AGRODEP is
to position African experts to take a leading role in both (1)
the study of strategic development questions facing African
countries as a group and (2) the broader agricultural growth
and policy debate, which traditionally has been dominated
by external actors and concerns.
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